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ISSUE 1

A Publication of Dogs Inc

Thanks to the generosity of our 

donors and volunteers, we provide 

our dogs, expert instruction, and 

lifetime support—at no cost to  

our clients.

Top-tier pedigrees, decades of 

research, and thousands of hours 

of training and love prepare our 

dogs for life-changing destinies.

Guide dogs lead. Service dogs 

heal. Skilled companion dogs 

comfort. And therapy dogs uplift. 

4210 77th St E. | Palmetto, FL 34221 | 941.729.5665

The� le�rn, �row, �nd move  

w�th purpose� But the most  

�mport�nt th�n� the� do�  

The� l�ft� The� l�ft hope,  

freedom, �nd l�ves� 

Th�t’s Up�

It’s wh�t �ou m��e poss�ble� 

It’s wh�t the� ��ve� It’s wh�t 

the�r hum�n p�rtners feel�

Titus Herman
President and CEO

060625

The Gift of  
GIVING

I lost the person I had built a 

life with nine years ago.

In the quiet that followed my 

husband’s death, I needed 

something to lift my spirit.  

I found it at Dogs Inc.

It’s a place where purpose 

lives and hope always rises.

And now, knowing I can help 

carry the mission forward—

even after I’m gone—brings 

a peace that fills the silence 

with meaning and the future 

with hope.

—Harriet Jordan
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I felt the sun on my face. The breeze 

�‚�N�V�G�T�G�F���V�J�T�Q�W�I�J���O�[���J�C�K�T�����/�[���N�G�I�U���F�C�P�I�N�G�F��

�Q�P���G�K�V�J�G�T���U�K�F�G�����D�C�T�G���V�Q�G�U���V�Q�W�E�J�K�P�I���V�J�G���Y�K�P�F���C�U���O�[��

�‚�P�I�G�T�U���Y�G�C�X�G�F���V�J�T�Q�W�I�J���J�K�U���O�C�P�G�����6�J�G���J�Q�T�U�G�o�U��

�I�C�N�N�Q�R���R�Q�W�P�F�G�F���V�J�G���G�C�T�V�J���N�K�M�G���C���D�G�C�V�K�P�I���J�G�C�T�V����

�5�Q�O�G���Q�H���O�[���G�C�T�N�K�G�U�V���E�J�K�N�F�J�Q�Q�F���O�G�O�Q�T�K�G�U�t 

�C���R�N�C�E�G���Y�J�G�T�G���V�T�K�R�R�K�P�I���C�P�F���H�C�N�N�K�P�I���X�C�P�K�U�J�G�F���K�P��

�V�J�G���H�T�G�G�F�Q�O���Q�H���G�C�E�J���T�K�F�G����

�#�P�F���Q�P�G���F�C�[�����V�J�G���Y�K�P�F���C�I�C�K�P�U�V���O�[���H�C�E�G���U�V�Q�R�R�G�F����

�/�[���H�G�G�V���U�V�W�E�M���V�Q���V�J�G���I�T�Q�W�P�F�����N�G�H�V���V�Q���‚�P�F���V�J�G�K�T��

�Q�Y�P���Y�C�[�����#�P�F���O�[���J�C�P�F���O�G�V���V�J�G���Y�J�K�V�G���E�C�P�G����

�#�F�Q�N�G�U�E�G�P�E�G���E�C�N�N�G�F���O�G���H�T�Q�O���O�[���J�Q�T�U�G���K�P�V�Q���V�J�G��

�E�N�C�U�U�T�Q�Q�O�����+�P�V�Q���C���Y�Q�T�N�F���Y�J�G�T�G���G�C�E�J���U�V�G�R���O�C�V�V�G�T�G�F������

�6�J�G�P�����N�K�M�G���C���T�Q�N�N�K�P�I���U�V�C�O�R�G�F�G�����4�K�F�G�T���O�Q�X�G�F���O�G��

�V�Q�Y�C�T�F���V�J�G���J�Q�T�K�\�Q�P���Q�P�E�G���C�I�C�K�P����

�9�K�V�J���J�G�T�����+�o�O���H�G�G�N�K�P�I�����6�T�W�U�V�K�P�I�����+���J�G�C�T���D�K�T�F�U�Q�P�I�����+��

�H�G�G�N���V�J�G���U�W�P�o�U���Y�C�T�O�V�J�����+���N�Q�Q�M���W�R�t�Y�J�K�N�G���4�K�F�G�T���N�G�C�F�U����

�6�Y�Q���Y�K�N�F���J�G�C�T�V�U���K�P���R�G�T�H�G�E�V���J�C�T�O�Q�P�[�����T�G�O�K�P�F�K�P�I��

�V�J�G���Y�Q�T�N�F���Y�J�C�V���K�V���O�G�C�P�U���V�Q���D�G���H�T�G�G��

� � � � � � �  � � �  � � � � �  � � �  � � � � �
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�O�G�O�Q�T�K�G�U�� �R�K�N�G�� �N�K�M�G�� �D�T�K�E�M�U����

�*�Q�N�F���V�J�G�O���V�Q�Q���N�Q�P�I�����C�P�F���V�J�G�[���U�G�V���N�K�M�G���E�Q�P�E�T�G�V�G��

�7���5���� �#�K�T�� �(�Q�T�E�G�� �X�G�V�G�T�C�P�� �$�T�K�C�P�� �*�Q�P�G�V�V�� �U�R�G�P�V��

�V�J�K�T�V�G�G�P���[�G�C�T�U���Q�H�H�G�T�K�P�I���Q�R�G�P���C�T�O�U�����*�G���J�G�N�R�G�F��

�J�K�U���W�P�K�V���T�G�N�G�C�U�G���V�J�G���V�T�C�W�O�C���D�G�H�Q�T�G���V�J�G�[���E�Q�W�N�F��

�R�T�Q�E�G�U�U���V�J�G���J�Q�T�T�Q�T�����#�U���O�K�N�K�V�C�T�[���E�J�C�R�N�C�K�P�����J�G���P�G�G�F�G�F���V�Q���D�G���P�G�C�T�����#�N�Y�C�[�U��

�T�G�C�F�[���V�Q���N�K�H�V���V�J�G���D�W�T�F�G�P���H�T�Q�O���J�K�U���E�Q�O�T�C�F�G�U��

�&�G�R�N�Q�[�K�P�I���V�Q���F�C�P�I�G�T�Q�W�U���R�N�C�E�G�U�����J�G���U�V�Q�Q�F���D�[���V�J�Q�U�G���K�P���U�J�Q�E�M�����#�P�F���D�C�E�M��

�J�Q�O�G�����J�G���F�G�N�K�X�G�T�G�F���Y�Q�T�F�U���V�J�C�V���U�V�Q�R�R�G�F���V�K�O�G�����9�K�X�G�U�����O�Q�V�J�G�T�U�����H�C�V�J�G�T�U����

�J�W�U�D�C�P�F�U�t�V�J�G�K�T���N�Q�X�G�F���Q�P�G�U���Y�G�T�G�P�o�V���E�Q�O�K�P�I���J�Q�O�G��

�#���N�K�I�J�V�J�Q�W�U�G���K�P���V�J�G���U�V�Q�T�O�����#���N�K�U�V�G�P�K�P�I���G�C�T�����$�T�K�E�M���D�[���D�T�K�E�M�����J�G���V�Q�Q�M���V�J�G���Y�G�K�I�J�V��

�H�T�Q�O���V�J�Q�U�G���Y�J�Q���P�G�G�F�G�F���J�K�O�����*�G���U�V�Q�Q�F���U�V�T�Q�P�I�����#�D�N�G���V�Q���E�C�T�T�[���K�V���C�N�N����

�7�P�V�K�N���J�G���T�G�V�K�T�G�F�����H�G�G�N�K�P�I���D�W�T�K�G�F���D�G�P�G�C�V�J���V�J�G���R�C�K�P�����*�G���P�G�G�F�G�F���U�Q�O�G�Y�J�G�T�G��

�V�Q���W�P�N�Q�C�F���V�J�G���V�T�C�W�O�C���D�G�H�Q�T�G���K�V���U�G�V�����*�C�T�F�G�P�G�F����

�p�6�J�G�T�G���Y�C�U���U�Q���O�W�E�J���V�T�C�P�U�K�V�K�Q�P���I�Q�K�P�I���Q�P���K�P���O�[���N�K�H�G���q���$�T�K�C�P���U�C�[�U�����p�+���Y�C�U��

�T�G�C�N�N�[���U�V�T�W�I�I�N�K�P�I���Y�K�V�J���V�J�G���2�6�5�&���q

�,�W�U�V���C�U���V�J�G���N�C�[�G�T�U���Q�H���O�G�O�Q�T�K�G�U���U�G�V�V�N�G�F���F�G�G�R�����U�G�T�X�K�E�G���F�Q�I���&�G�G���U�V�K�T�T�G�F��

�U�Q�O�G�V�J�K�P�I���P�G�Y�����#���Y�C�[���H�Q�T�Y�C�T�F�����9�K�V�J���&�G�G���D�[���J�K�U���U�K�F�G�����J�G���U�V�G�R�U���K�P�V�Q���C���P�G�Y��

�M�K�P�F���Q�H���U�G�T�X�K�E�G�t�C�U���C���H�Q�W�T�V�J���I�T�C�F�G���V�G�C�E�J�G�T��

�'�[�G�U���U�V�K�N�N���N�Q�Q�M���V�Q���J�K�O���H�Q�T���C�P�U�Y�G�T�U�����5�O�C�N�N���J�C�P�F�U���T�G�C�E�J���H�Q�T���T�G�C�U�U�W�T�C�P�E�G�����#�P�F��

�J�G���T�G�O�C�K�P�U���C���R�N�C�E�G���Q�H���E�C�N�O��

�p�,�W�U�V���J�C�X�K�P�I���J�G�T���V�J�G�T�G���Y�K�V�J���O�G���J�G�N�R�U���O�G���T�G�N�C�Z���q���J�G���U�C�[�U�����p�5�J�G���D�T�K�P�I�U���U�W�E�J��

�C���N�G�X�G�N���Q�H���E�Q�O�H�Q�T�V���C�P�F���R�G�C�E�G���V�J�C�V���+���E�Q�W�N�F�P�o�V���‚�P�F���H�Q�T���C���N�Q�P�I���V�K�O�G���q

�9�J�K�N�G���U�V�C�P�F�K�P�I���D�[���V�J�G���E�J�C�N�M�D�Q�C�T�F���O�C�[���D�G���Y�Q�T�N�F�U���C�Y�C�[���H�T�Q�O���U�V�C�P�F�K�P�I��

�Q�P���V�J�G���H�T�Q�P�V�N�K�P�G�U�����$�T�K�C�P���P�Q�Y���Y�C�N�M�U���Y�K�V�J���C���U�V�G�C�F�[���E�Q�O�R�C�P�K�Q�P�����Q�P�G���Y�J�Q��

�V�G�C�E�J�G�U���J�K�O���V�J�C�V���U�Q�O�G���Y�G�K�I�J�V�U���C�T�G���O�G�C�P�V���V�Q���D�G���U�J�C�T�G�F�����0�Q���D�C�V�V�N�G�‚�G�N�F�����0�Q��

�E�J�C�R�N�C�K�P�o�U���W�P�K�H�Q�T�O�t�L�W�U�V���C���O�C�P�����C���F�Q�I�����C�P�F���C���E�N�C�U�U�T�Q�Q�O���H�W�N�N���Q�H���[�Q�W�P�I���N�K�X�G�U��

�p�&�G�G�o�U���D�G�G�P���U�Q���O�W�E�J���O�Q�T�G���V�J�C�P���+���E�Q�W�N�F���J�C�X�G���G�X�G�T���G�Z�R�G�E�V�G�F���q���J�G���U�C�[�U��

�#�P�F���P�Q�Y�����D�T�K�E�M���D�[���D�T�K�E�M�����U�J�G�o�U���P�Q�V���L�W�U�V���J�G�N�R�K�P�I���J�K�O���D�W�K�N�F���P�G�Y���O�G�O�Q�T�K�G�U�t 

�U�J�G�o�U���J�G�N�R�K�P�I���J�K�O���J�G�C�N��New moments.  
New purpose.
Not just freedom.  
Peace.

In war,

A
 N

ew

Lesson
FROM THE FRONTLINES  TO THE FOURTH-GRADE CLASSROOM.
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The sun on my fur.  

The sand in my paws.  

It’s a great day to be a dog.              

To splash through the waves. To jump  

in the breeze. It’s a great day to be a dog.  

But to walk by your side. 

And love you for life.

Those are the days that rise like the sun. 

Because on the horizon, hope shines. 

For you and for me. 

10 Up Issue 1 Dogs Inc 11



���i�À���…�i�>�À�Ì���À�>�V�i�Ã�°�����ˆ�˜�}�i�À�Ã���w�`�}�i�Ì���ˆ�˜���V�•�>�“�“�Þ���«�>�•�“�Ã�°��

The curtains cling together, a sliver of light spilling 

through. The spotlight. 

She feels the audience’s silent longing from the 

other side of the velvet wall. Her eyes conceal her 

fate, but voices swirl inside her mind—You’re still 

that girl. The girl who cannot see. 

Her love for performing pumps through her veins 

as she gulps in one last breath before making her 

grand entrance. No one to supervise her steps as 

she slips her feet into another’s shoes to walk an 

imaginary path through acting. Performing. Her 

�w�À�Ã�Ì���•�œ�Û�i�°��

�	�Õ�Ì���>�Ã���Ã�…�i���Ã�«�i�>�Ž�Ã���…�i�À���w�˜�>�•���•�ˆ�˜�i�Ã���>�˜�`���Ã�ˆ�˜�}�Ã���…�i�À���•�>�Ã�Ì��

notes from within the small bubble of spotlight, the 

�V�Õ�À�Ì�>�ˆ�˜�Ã���w�˜�`���Ì�…�i�ˆ�À���Ü�>�Þ���Ì�œ�}�i�Ì�…�i�À���œ�˜�V�i���>�}�>�ˆ�˜�°���‚�˜�`��

she is pushed back into the shadows. 

Her only role: don’t trip. Her only prop: a white 

cane. The stage of life holds no applause.  

Only stares.

S T A R S
f o r  t h e

r e a c h i n g
FINDING THE L IGHT WITH SKY

Dogs Inc 1312 Up Issue 1



 �ust �s �ood �s 
�n�one w�th 
s��ht� I c�n do 

�n�th�n� w�th S���

“It didn’t matter what I did or how well I 

performed,” she says. “I was still the girl who 

couldn’t see.”

���˜���`�>�À�Ž�˜�i�Ã�Ã�]���•�ˆ�}�…�Ì���w�˜�`�Ã���ˆ�Ì�Ã���«�Õ�À�«�œ�Ã�i�]���>�˜�`���-�Ž�Þ��

becomes the spark.

Sometimes, it takes the darkest backdrop to 

illuminate something as breathtaking as the 

stars, and she refuses to stop reaching up. A 

new vision. A fresh beginning. 

With a harness in her hand and a dream in her 

�…�i�>�À�Ì�]���Ã�…�i���w�˜�`�Ã���L�i�>�Õ�Ì�Þ���ˆ�˜���ˆ�“�“�i�À�Ã�ˆ�˜�}���ˆ�˜���>���À�œ�•�i��

she never felt quite good enough for—a role 

that used to seem too big. The role of being 

herself. Julianna. 

Now with a wagging tail and bright eyes at her 

side, her character grows in ways she never 

thought possible. Fearless, independent, bold. 

“I’m worthy of it,” she says. “I’m just as good as 

anyone with sight. I can do anything with Sky.”

As she tilts her head toward the sky, she 

feels the irresistible pull of the stars. The soft 

patter of four paws and the steady tug of the 

harness—both urging her forward. 

When the curtains part each morning, she 

steps into the role of a lifetime.

Because with Sky, she knows . . . there’s no limit.  

14 Up Issue 1 Dogs Inc 15



Each dog came at the right time.

Cedar ���E�C�T�T�K�G�F���O�G���V�J�T�Q�W�I�J���V�J�G���C�P�I�G�T���Q�H���N�Q�U�K�P�I���O�[��
�G�[�G�U�K�I�J�V�����*�G���U�V�Q�Q�F���D�G�U�K�F�G���O�G���C�V���O�[���Y�G�F�F�K�P�I���C�P�F���V�J�G��
�D�K�T�V�J���Q�H���O�[���‚�T�U�V���V�Y�Q���E�J�K�N�F�T�G�P��

Flipper ���D�T�Q�W�I�J�V���N�C�W�I�J�V�G�T�����*�G���R�N�C�[�G�F���Y�K�V�J���O�[���M�K�F�U���C�P�F��
�U�C�V���D�[���O�[���U�K�F�G���K�P���V�J�G���F�G�N�K�X�G�T�[���T�Q�Q�O���Y�J�G�P���O�[���[�Q�W�P�I�G�U�V��
�F�C�W�I�J�V�G�T�U���E�C�O�G���K�P�V�Q���V�J�G���Y�Q�T�N�F��

Paragon ���Y�C�N�M�G�F���Y�K�V�J���O�G���C�U���O�[���E�J�K�N�F�T�G�P���I�T�G�Y�����*�G�� 
�J�G�N�R�G�F���O�G���T�G�E�Q�P�P�G�E�V���Y�K�V�J���O�[���N�Q�X�G���Q�H���O�W�U�K�E�����V�T�C�X�G�N�K�P�I��
�Y�K�V�J���O�G���V�Q���E�Q�P�E�G�T�V�U��

Fergus ���U�C�Y���O�G���V�J�T�Q�W�I�J���O�[���F�K�X�Q�T�E�G���C�P�F���O�[���T�G�V�K�T�G�O�G�P�V��

Gruber ���N�G�C�F�U���O�G���H�Q�T�Y�C�T�F�t�Q�W�V���Q�H���V�J�G���J�Q�W�U�G���K�P�V�Q��
�U�Q�O�G�V�J�K�P�I���P�G�Y�����6�J�G���R�G�T�H�G�E�V���F�Q�I���H�Q�T���V�J�K�U���E�J�C�R�V�G�T��

A guide dog—my anchor. Always.

Different SeasonsTony Edwards�5�H�Á�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���E�\

16 Up Issue 1 Dogs Inc 17



The Nose
Knows

Double Your 
Gift Today at  
dogsinc.org/nose

$250,000 Matching
C H A L L E N G E
Support our new scent detection program

Timely alerts. 
Lifesaving 
friendships. 
A dog’s nose detects danger 

before technology can. 

Skilled in detecting blood 

glucose changes, these dogs 

o�er critical help to people 

with type 1 diabetes. Every 

dollar you give is instantly 

matched up to $250,000.

    Help us meet

Dogs Inc 1918 Up Issue 1

Scent Detection 
Council
Thank you to our Scent Detection 
Council for coming together to 
help others �nd hope. 

Amy Furman

George and Mary Graner,  
in honor of George M. Graner

George M. Graner Memorial Funds

Harriet Jordan and Sloopy

Mike and Suzanne Monte,  
in honor of George M. Graner

John and Cheryl Rosten, and Hope, 
John’s Diabetes Alert Dog



Emma went to sleep in the world she knew. Woke up in one  
she didn’t.

She blinked. Again. Again. The darkness stayed.

“Mommy, I can’t see.”

She sits up front, close to the chalkboard. An eyepatch pressed 
against her face—a magnet for stares. The magnifying glass,  
heavy in her palm. A reminder: She’s not like the others.

Sloan bursts in like sunlight. 

A breath. A nudge. A heartbeat close to hers. Eyes that don’t  
�y�ˆ�˜�V�…�°�����œ�˜�½�Ì���•�Õ�`�}�i�°���/�…�>�Ì���Ã�i�i���>���v�À�ˆ�i�˜�`�°

“I don’t know where she’d be without Sloan,” Emma’s mom,  
Alexis, says. “He’s opened up this light in her life.”

Leash resting in her hand, Emma steps outside. Sloan  
trots beside her. A sparkly sticker over his right eye. His  
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“With Sloan, Emma understands everything is going to  
be okay. Now she has a friend that she can rely on with  
no judgment,” Alexis says. “Sloan sees her for her.”

The sun sets. The house quiets.

Emma hums a tune. A lullaby for her new friend. She tucks  
him in, presses a kiss between his ears, and nestles close.

Morning breaks.

A wagging tail. A sleepy smile. The world, waiting.

waking up  to
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organ is the 
perfect dog. My 
perfect match. 
He’ll be by my 
side through high 

school, through college, through 
some of the biggest moments of  
my life. No other dog will be part of 
my story the way Morgan is.

—NICK & GUIDE DOG MORGAN
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Hope giver.

I walk beside you—steady as a heartbeat,  
quiet as a promise.

You reach for me when you’re afraid.

Whisper that I saved you. That you’re not alone.

With me, you feel it. Hope.

With me, you see the world again.


